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Summary Information

Repository: Maine Women Writers Collection

Creator: McNeil, Harriet A.

Title: Harriet A. McNeil letters

ID: 0234

Date [inclusive]: 1852-1855

Physical Description: 1 folder 

Preferred Citation

Harriet A. McNeil letters, Maine Women Writers Collection, University of New England,
Portland, Maine

^ Return to Table of Contents

Biographical/Historical Note

Harriet A. McNeil lived in Richmond, Alabama during the 1850s.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Collection Scope and Content

This brief series of letters to a woman named Caroline (1852-53) and an agent named Mr. Libby (1855)
describe Harriet McNeil's attempt to sell her patrimony and arrange for Caroline to receive the money
so that she could travel to live in Alabama with Mrs. McNeil. Caroline was living in or near Lewiston
Falls, Maine and received the letters from a Reverend John Elliot. In the letters to Caroline, McNeil
provides detailed travel advice about places to visit, describes the clothing she will need when she moves,
requests that Caroline bring patterns and fabric, and tells Caroline that when she arrives in Alabama, she
will change her name to Caroline R. Bissell. McNeil relates a plan to have Caroline provide assistance
because of her ill health; she also suggests that Caroline might teach in her school. It is unclear whether
there is a familial relationship between the two women, but McNeil writes that she is going to make



Harriet A. McNeil letters, 1852-1855

- Page 4-

Caroline her heir. The two letters to Mr. Libby primarily focus on McNeil's disappointment that she has
not yet received the payment of $220 in order to transport Caroline to live with her.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

This collection is organized as a single series.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

Maine Women Writers Collection

Abplanalp Library
University of New England
716 Stevens Avenue
Portland, Maine 04103
cmiller10@une.edu
URL: http://www.une.edu/mwwc

Access

Collection is open for research.

Publication Rights

For permission to reproduce or publish, please contact the Curator of the Maine Women Writers
Collection.

^ Return to Table of Contents
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Controlled Access Headings

• Lewiston (Me.)
• Correspondence
• McNeil, Harriet A.
• McNeil, Harriet A.

General

Encoded by:
Laura Taylor
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Collection Inventory

Title/Description Instances

Correspondence, 1852-1855 Box 13 Folder 001
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