
 

 
 

OF 
NEW ENGLAND 

I NNOVAT I ON FOR A HEALTH I ER PLANET 

HOW TO READ A RESEARCH ARTICLE 

UNE Library Services & the 
Student Academic Success Center 



    
     

       
      

 
 

     
    

                
 

     
     

      
   

 

      
    

    
    

 
 

someone else’s views or his or her own; I can’t tell whether the writer agrees or disagrees with someone else’s point. 

I’m using reading habits that I can’t tell what question the 
worked for other classes, but they writers are trying to answer, or 
don’t seem to be working here. I 

why they or anyone would need or can't find the main idea in these 
want to answer it. research articles. 

I can’t tell the difference betweenwhen the writer is presenting 
I’m having a hard time seeing the 

structure of the writer’s argument. 
I can’t distinguish between claims 

and evidence, and analysis and 
interpretation. 
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READING SCHOLARLY LITERATURE IS DETECTIVE WORK: 

WHERE ARE THE CRITICAL POINTS AND EVIDENCE ? 

Older knowledge is located 

near the beginning of articles 

Newer, created knowledge 

comes at the end 



    
   

        

  
    
      
         
               

    
     

    

WHAT EVIDENCE IS NEEDED TO 
ACCOMPLISH YOUR PURPOSE? 

Focus your search: 

research question/ objective 
Creating a literature chart or 

target population taking notes on each article 
can help you manage this methods 

information. 
conclusions 

implications for future research 
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Knowing the structure of a research article will help you 
search for evidence more easily. 

Older knowledge Abstract 

Introduction/Background/Objective 

Methods 

New knowledge Results 

Discussion / Conclusion 



 
       
       

      
   

 
      

    
      

  
  
     

  
 

THE ABSTRACT 
is a summary of the research at hand— 
a recap of what the study was about, 

what it found, and what those findings 
mean. USE THE ABSTRACT TO: 

Help you decide which sections you want 
to explore more fully to 

answer your research question. Avoid abstractitus: a 

debilitating condition of 

not fully understanding 

the article due to lack of 

investigation past the 

abstract. 
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The summaries in the 
abstract are only a 
starting point - keep 
investigating if the 
article relates to your 
topic. 

Abstract example 



     
   

   
   

     
    

     

   
     

 

    
   

   
   

relays the findings of previous research 
on the subject, 

what is known and 
what is still unknown, 

so the reader understands why this 
study was important to advance 
understanding of the topic. 

USE THIS SECTION TO: 
Learn more about the extent of 
the issue/problem 

Discover what the author is 
studying to create new 
knowledge. 

The Introduction may include 
background or literature review 
sections. 

INTRODUCTION 



   
     

   
    

   

 Introduction example 

This article's introduction 
contains a bit of literature 
review along with describing 
the method of their research 
approach and reasoning. 



   
 

    
     

    
 
 
 

   

     
 

    

 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

describes the study’s design, 
how it was executed, and 

who participated in it. 
USE THIS SECTION TO: 

Learn how data was collected 

and analyzed 

What population was studied 



 

   
  
 

 
  

 

Delve in here if 
knowing how the 
research was 
conducted is 
important to your 
research question. 

Methods example 



 

      
      

       
     

     

  
 

   
  

   
 

RESULTS 

reveals the cold, hard data — often 

accompanied by visuals to bedazzle you. It’s 

a good idea to read the Results section 

before looking at the author’s interpretation 

of what he or she found. 

Examine relevant tables, 
figures, charts 

Evaluate how the data 

matches the conclusions. 

USE THIS SECTION TO: 
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Results example 

This is a good section to be 
an attentive evidence 
detective: what did the study 
actually find? 



 
  

    
     

     
 

    
   

    

     
   

 

   

THE DISCUSSION 
(AND/OR CONCLUSION) 

SECTION 
highlights the authors' interpretation of 

their findings, explaining any strengths or 
shortcomings of the study. 

Sometimes authors will compare 
their findings with 

other studies on the topic. 

Patterns 
Themes 
Limitations 

Read for the authors' descriptions of 
their research, including 

USE THIS SECTION TO: 
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Discussion & Conclusion example 

What did this study 
contribute? What future 
research is recommended? 



  
 

      
      

    

     
    

  
THE REFERENCES LIST 

corresponds to citations in the article where 

the authors are using another study to 

backup a claim they’ve made. 

Use this list to find additional 
sources related to your research 

questions. 



   
   

   
   

 References example 

Research articles may 
describe an original study 
or may review many 
studies to identify trends. 
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KEEP YOUR SOURCES ORGANIZED 
It’s important to find a way to keep track of and manage all this information. 
Use RefWorks or a literature matrix or chart to keep a personal library of 

articles you find useful or informative. 

Literature Matrix 
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WE'RE HERE TO HELP 
For Research Assistance: 

https://library.une.edu/ask-us/ 

For More Reading and Writing Strategies: 

https://une1.sharepoint.com/sites/SASC/SitePages/Online-Students.aspx 

https://library.une.edu/services-spaces/services-for/online-students/
https://une1.sharepoint.com/sites/SASC/SitePages/Online-Students.aspx



